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Abstract: Disclosure and exclusive interests are two dimensions of patents, and the interaction
between them forms the patent system. Patent right is regarded as a contract, in which the inventor
discloses the technical solution of novelty, creativity and utility to the society. As a consideration, the state
grants exclusive monopoly power to a patent for some time. The balance between information disclosure
and exclusive interests is the basic way to realize the value of the patent system. This approach is above all
reflected in the writing of patent applications. In addition, the fixed duration of patent protection and the
inclusion of the review period in the protection duration can effectively urge early disclosure of relevant
information by applicants. The principle of donation contributes to the society the technical solutions
disclosed in the specification but not in the claims. The public can freely use the public information and
thus promote the circulation of information as pursued by the Patent Law.

Key Words: Patent Law; information disclosure; patent application; duration of patent protection;
the principle of donation
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